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It is hard to believe that the holiday season has
come so quickly. This time of year offers us the opportu-
nity to reflect on the year that was, and anticipate the
wonderful things that await us for the New Year.

The month of November has been a very busy one
for our school community. I have been very impressed
with your generosity of time, resources, and your stead-
fast support of our students, teachers and programs.||
With that said, I would like to thank all of the parents (2= """~ ~"°""
who were able to attend our Parent Teacher Conferences.
I would like to thank the PTA for the wonderful meal| MNovember
that they provided to our teachers and staff during the
evening conferences. I would also like to thank all our
parents who came to visit our classrooms during Ameri-
can Education Week. Lastly, thank you for your gener-
ous donation of food items during our Thanksgiving food
drive. Your support and generosity were instrumental in
our efforts to help those who are less fortunate in our
community during the holiday season.

Stu
Month

Congratulations to the following
Flower Hill STAR students:
Aidan Carrello, Aria Hannah,
Keyla Maldonado, Kelly Yanes,
Jayden Cyrise, Jillian Loturco,
Katherine Torres-Paguaga, Isa-
belle Grenier, Kyle Dunn, Tre-
van Meagher, Aedan McDonald,
Molly Kessler, Lia Shechter,
Brian Cuadra-Moreira, Sasha
Sair, Casey Smith, Katie Bur-
ton, Benjamin Weissman and
Nicholas Bavaro. 6Great job!




Kindergarten Highlights

The kindergartners have been very busy this month learning all about the pilgrims, Native Ameri-
cans, and the first Thanksgiving. Our stories and centers have been based on this theme all month. We
were excited to have our parents in for American Education week to see us working so cooperatively! We
made animal skins, beaded necklaces with patterns, thankful books, turkeys, etc. We made special head-
bands and placemats and shared a wonderful Thanksgiving Feast in the gym!

We have been working on math skills focusing on numbers 1-10 and we
have been working on patterning skills. We are writing about our pictures by using
our knowledge of letters and sounds. We are also practicing and learning new sight
words and using these skills when writing. You can help your child label or write
about their pictures at home, too.

The children enjoyed a special visit from “"Buster the Bus.” They learned
all about bus safety rules, while having a fun time talking with
Buster! Thank you for all of your support and cooperation!

We are looking forward to snow, gingerbread men, and special
holidays to come! The Kindergarten Teachers

Buster Bus

First Grade Highlights

] We would like to thank all the parents that were able to visit with us on
Friday, November 19™ during American Education Week. We hope you enjoyed
your visit.

"Poems and Pies” was a fun event for students and parents! The children
were able to put into practice some of the things they learned during the first in-
stallment of the “"Speaking Up” workshop as they recited their poems and songs in
front of a live audience.

Our Social Studies curriculum of family traditions ties in nicely with discus-
sions and lessons about life in colonial days and family life today. In Science we continue our Properties
Unit and explore Solids, Liquids and Gases. We are discovering that Math Mountains are an exciting way
to practice addition and subtraction math facts.
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Second Grade Highlights

November is a month of giving thanks for our family and friends. We would like to thank all the
parents that attended “Conferences” and “"American Education Week.” We are very proud of our second
graders for all their effort and hard work.

In Math we are continuing to work on multi step word problems using addition and subtraction. The
children are learning to find the missing information or adding information to solve the problem. We are
encouraging all the second graders to read the word problems carefully. It is
also important to continue practicing their addition and subtraction facts.

In Social Studies we have been learning about "Our Earth” and how past
events, people, traditions, and ideas have helped influence our communities and
geographic factors.

In Science we are finishing up our Weather Unit, which the students

learning about the Water Cycle, how clouds are formed and the different types
of weather patterns. We will begin our exciting new unit “Energy in Motion.”

Language Arts is an important component of our core curriculum. We are reading fictions and non-
fiction books through out our school day. Please have your child read to you on a daily basis. It is im-
portant that children not only read during the school day, but also read at home. Time spent reading at
home can include having your child read to you as well as reading aloud to your child. Also, ask you child
questions, such as, who are the characters? Where does the story take place? Does the story
have a problem? This ensures if your child comprehends the story. Thank you for your continuing
support. It is greatly appreciated. The Second Grade Teachers

Third 6rade Highlights

We hope everyone had an enjoyable and restful Thanksgiving. The
third grade students have had a busy month preparing for the upcoming holi-
day festivities. Although this festive season will be busy, the students will
continue to remain focused on their academics.

Mathematics has been a review of adding and subtracting with re-



Fourth Grade Highlights

Fourth graders are looking forward to a "December to Remember" this month.
It all kicks off with a field trip to the Sagamore Hill National Historic Site and the
home of Theodore Roosevelt, our 26th President of the United States. Classes will be
visiting the historic site on Thursday, 12/2nd and Friday, 12/3rd.

More history is in order when we return. Mrs. Barth has made an arrangement
with the Huntington Arts Council to lend us its "Discovery Chest" of Native American
artifacts. Viewing the artifacts from this Discovery Chest will nicely compliment our
upcoming social studies unit on the Native Americans of Long Island.

Continuing to build on their "foundation of multiplication" will be a theme for our
students in December. To continue their growth, they'll be solving products and quo-
tients with larger numbers and extending their problem solving skills. Families are en-
couraged to review multiplication facts with students at home, to help increase their success.

This quarter's hand-on unit on "Mystery Matter" has been a terrific success. Our students have
thoroughly enjoyed each lab and the discoveries they've made while working with classmates to reach a
common goal. More matter lessons will be featured this month in our text and review books. We've also
been informed by Mrs. Daly that the Hall of Science will be conducting workshops with our fourth graders
this spring, featuring electricity and buoyancy.

As fourth graders continue to enjoy our new and very comprehensive Treasures literacy program, we
will be treated to a variety of reading selections during December that include: "Wild Horses," "Mystic
Horses," and "When I went to the Library." Each unit has a theme, as well as a writing and grammar com-
ponent, that helps build student skills.

Lastly, the Flower Hill fourth grade staff would like to wish all of our families the very best for the
upcoming holiday season and a happy and healthy 2011. A special thanks to all who contributed to
last month's food drive and our class representatives who made it such a success.

The Fourth 6rade Teachers

Library Literary Corner
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