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“Go confidently in the direction of your dreams.  

Live the life you have imagined.” 

—Henry David Thoreau 
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“The horizon leans forward, offering you space to place new 

steps of change.” 

—Maya Angelou 



About the Dinner 

We are proud to gather this evening to honor one hun-

dred ten members of Huntington High School’s Class of 

2016.  Members of the Board of Education and Admin-

istration salute the young men and women invited here 

this evening who have distinguished themselves through 

their academic performance.  It is with pride that we ap-

plaud their fine achievements and congratulate their fam-

ilies who share this honor. 

These distinguished seniors have selected one teacher to 

be honored from each of the district’s schools.  These Hon-

ored Teachers were chosen by the students as persons 

who have been the most influential and inspiring on their 

educational journey.  We congratulate these as well for 

their contributions to the education of our distinguished 

seniors. 

 

 

 

 

“Do not go where the path may lead, go instead where there is no path 

and leave a trail.”  

—Ralph Waldo Emerson  
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HUNTINGTON HIGH SCHOOL CHAMBER ORCHESTRA 

Under the direction of Nicole Castaldo 

Violin I 

 
Gaia D’Anna 

Gabriella DeLuca 

Arielle Harvey 

Camryn Libes 

Edward Maleszewski 

Morgan Minicozzi 

Thomas Pandolfi 

Zak Perea  

Marina Ruzic  

Christian Verfenstein 

 

Viola 
 

Evan Aguirre 

Lianna DeChiaro 

Billy Garfinkel  

 

 

 

 

 

Cello 
 

Nicole Arenth  

Erin Bonitz 

Maggie Giles 

Miranda Nykolyn 

Julia Rogan  

 

Bass 
 

Hadley Clayton  

Kevin O’Donnell  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“There is no secret to success.  It is the result of preparation, hard 

work, and learning from failure.”  

—Colin Powell 

 

Program  

Pledge of Allegiance………… …………………Alexandra Berwick
                   President – Class of 2016 

 

Welcome……………………………………………Thomas DiGiacomo 
    President, Board of Education 

                                                                    

             James W. Polansky 
             Superintendent 

 

Introduction of  

PTA Presidents……………………………………………Melissa Ryan 
    President - PTA Council 

 

Introduction of 

Principals……………………………………………………Gamal Smith  
  Assistant Principal, Huntington High School 

 

Presentation of  

Teacher Awards………………………………Distinguished Seniors 

 

Presentation of 

Student Awards………………………………… Brenden Cusack  
    Principal, Huntington High School 

         

     



Honored Teachers  

 

Jefferson Primary 

Honored Teacher …………………………………………Ms. Maria Mazzola 

Student Presenters……………………… … Chelsea Connell, Hanae Wada

           & Aaron Feltman 

Principal…………………… ……… … …Ms. Valerie Capitulo-Saide 

PTA President…………………………………………… Ms. Jennifer Carrillo   

 

Washington Primary

Honored Teacher…… Ms. Kristen Thatcher  

Student Presenters…… … Holly Grabowski & Danielle Melgar 

Principal…………………………… …………… ……Ms. Marsha Neville 

PTA Co-Presidents…… ………Ms. Sara Baliber & Ms. Colleen Perfetto  

 

Flower Hill Primary 

Honored Teacher……………… Ms. Nancy Conlon  

Student Presenters………… Alexandra Koumas & Olivia Stamatatos  

Principal Mr. Marlon Small 

PTA Co-Presidents Ms. Kerri Malone & Ms. Tara Poli 

 

Southdown Primary 

Honored Teacher Ms. Michelle Marino  

Student Presenters…………………… … Marlem Tellez                           

           & Alex Tacopina          

Principal Mr. Scott Oshrin 

PTA Co-Presidents…… ………Ms. Denise Murtagh & Ms. Kerry Rinaldi 

    

  

“An investment in knowledge pays the best interest.”   

  —Benjamin Franklin  

 



Benjamin Whitcher 

Emily Williams  

 

Honored Teachers  

 

Woodhull Intermediate 

Honored Teacher……………………… ……… Mr. Christopher Hender 

Student Presenters Max Polster  

Principal……………………… ………………… ……… Ms. Traci Roethel  

PTA Co-Presidents……… …Ms. Michele Kustera & Ms. Lauren Meagher  

 

 

Jack Abrams Intermediate School 

Honored Teacher Ms. Joanne Holsclaw 

Student Presenters ……Nancy Fallon, Sam Latt  

        & Savannah Richardson 

Principal……………………………………………… … Ms. Rae Montesano 

PTA Co-Presidents………… … Ms. Ilene Fucci & Ms. Tracy Tucker  

 

J.T. Finley Middle School 

Honored Teacher Mr. Vincent Tannazzo 

Student Presenters Katie Reilly   

Principal……… …………… Mr. John Amato 

PTA Co-Presidents……… …Ms. Toniann Mangan & Ms. Terry Moreno  

                         

Huntington High School 

Honored Teacher……………… Mr. Jamie Fishlow 

Student Presenters…… Caroline McCartney & Emily Shutman 

Principal………………………… ……… ……… Mr. Brenden Cusack  

PTA President.……………… ……… …………… Ms. Laura Mills  

                         

“A leader is one who knows the way, goes the way, and shows the way.”  

    —John C. Maxwell 



Class of 2016 

Distinguished Seniors 

 

Caroline Tonks  

Annie Trousdell  

Hanae Wada  



Alex Tacopina 

Marlem Tellez  

Kelly Tenbus  

Class of 2016 

Distinguished Seniors 

 



Christopher Abbondandelo  

Oscar Aguilar-Cruz 

Elyas Amin 

Olivia Stamatatos  

Jessica Straub  

Sofia Suarez  



James Smoot 

Cara Sorrentino  

 

Jackson Spector 

Krista Angeliadis  

 

Vanessa Aulestia  

Brooke Baade 



Michael Bast 

Hailey Bengston 

Alexandra Berwick 

Howard Schiman  

Latoya Shand  

Emily Shutman  



Jahnai’ Sands  

Lena Scarpulla  

Dylan Schedler  

Cole Blackburn 

Jack Blakley 

Cassandra Berwick 



Anna Brosoff 

Daniel Brown 

Jesus Bruno  

Savannah Richardson  

Grace Rowley 

Mitchel Rudish 



Stephanie Powers  

Joseph Puca  

Catherine Reilly 

Rachel Carpenter 

Nina Cartwright  

Chelsea Connell 



Samantha Conte 

Gavin Crockett 

Yardalie Daniel 

Caroline Petrozzo  

Meghan Plant  

Max Andrew Polster 



Kelly Palladino  

Jamie Paragallo  

Spencer Pashkin  

Thomas Dayton 

Katarina De Pasquale 

 

Emma DeGennaro 



Dylan DelGiudice 

Heather Demartino  

Marie Catherine D’ennery Dejoie  

Jack O’Heir 

Stefano Ornato  

Sabrina Palacios  



Olivia Morgenstern  

Brianne Neira 

Kyle O’Brien  

Irina DeSimone  

Ethan Dwyer 

Nancy Fallon 



Aaron Feltman 

Llanira Flores 

Vincent Fredericks  

Daniel Mollitor  

Taylor Moreno  

Jean Morgenstern  

Et Cetera



Heidi Mendez  

Justin Meyer 

Alexandra Mills  

Jack Gallagher  

Santos Garcia Avelar 

Julia Garetano  

 



Ann Glackin  

Holly Grabowski  

Andrew Gunthner 

Brianna McDonald  

Elisa Medina-Jaudes  

Danielle Melgar  



Matthew McBride 

Caroline McCartney  

Kevin McConnell 

Alanna Harvey  

Benjamin Hebert 

Skylar Heffernan  



Olatunji Ikuomenisan  

Oluwatoyin Ikuomenisan  

Brianna Jones  

Francesca Love  

Ripley Mars 

Justin Martinolich  



Sophia Latt 

Cindy Lopez 

Holly LoTurco 

Michael Karasik 

Kathleen Keys 

Jeanne Kopstein  



Thomas Kopstein  

Ekaterina Koulakova 

Alexandra Koumas 

Matthew Lang 

Melany Lanham-Ciancia  

Samuel Latt  


